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Andi Riska, (2019): An Analysis of Students’ Grammatical Errors in 
Writing Narrative Text at State Junior High School 1 
Keritang Tembilahan Indragiri Hilir  
 
This research focused on students’ errors in their English Narrative  text 
writing. The aim of this research is to discover the types of errors on the students’  
narrative  text writing and to find out the most  students’ common error in writing 
narrative  text at SMPN 1 Keritang.  The researcher used random sampling , there 
were 30 samples from 150 respondents. Moreover, the data of the research were 
collected by using test about writing narrative text. The total amount of errors 
students made in writing narrative texts 152 errors. The Percentage of students' 
errors in writing narrative texts Omission 37.5% or 57 errors, addition 9.2% or 14 
errors, misformation 50% or 76 errors, and misordering 3.2% or 5 errors. The 
most students’ common error in writing narrative  text is misformation with 76 or 
50% total of errors 
 




Andi Riska, (2019):  Analisis Kesalahan Tata Bahasa Siswa dalam Menulis 
Teks  Naratif di Sekolah Menengah pertama Negeri 1 
Keritang Tembilahan Indragiri Hilir 
 
Penelitian ini  berfokus pada kesalahan siswa yang terdapat pada penulisan 
teks narrative. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan tipe-tipe eror pada 
tulisan bahasa inggris siswa dalam menulis teks narrative  dan untuk menemukan 
eror yang paling sering ditemukan di kinerja menulis teks narrative siswa Sekolah 
Menengah Pertama Negeri 1 Keritang. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskriptif 
kuantitatif. Penelitian ini menggunakan random sampling untuk mangambil 
sampel, ada 30 siswa sebagai sampel dari 150 siswa. Selanjutnya, data penelitian 
ini dikumpulkan dengan menggunakan test tentang menulis Narrative teks. 
Jumlah kesalahan siswa dalam menulis teks narrative  adalah 152 kesalahan. 
persentase dari kesalahan siswa dalam menulis teks narrative  adalah Omission 
37,5% atau 57 kesalaham, addition 9,2% atau 14 kesalahan, misformation 50% 
atau 76 kesalaham, dan misordering  3,2% atau 5 kesalahan. Tipe eror yang paling 
banyak dilakukan oleh para siswa dalam menulis teks narrative adalah 
misformation  yaitu sebanyak 76 atau 50% error. 
 






تحليل أخطاء التلاميذ في كتابة النص الوصفي في  ):٢٠١٩أندي رسكا، (
 كريتنج  ٠المدرسة المتوسطة الحكومية 
 
ويهدف إلى هذا البحث يتركز في أخطاء كتابة النص الوصفي لدى التلاميذ. 
لدى التلاميذ ولمعرفة أغلب  وصفية الأخطاء الموجودة في كتابة إنجليزية نواعمعرفة أ
كريتنج. وهذا البحث بحث   ١المدرسة المتوسطة الحكومية لدى التلاميذ في  هاالأخطاء في
شخصا وهم  ٣٠خدم أسلوب العينة العشوائية لأخذ العينة، فعددها وصفي كمي. واست  
والبيانات تم الحصول عليها من خلال الاختبار التحريري  تلميذا. ٣٢١مأخوذون من 
تتكون من . وتلك الأخطاء ١٢١لكتابة النص الوصفي. فعدد جميع أخطاء التلاميذ 
٪ ٣٢خطأ، والتكوين  ١١٪ أو ١،٢خطأ، والإضافة  ٤٢.٪ أو ٢،٤٠أخطاء الحذف 
 كتابة أخطاء. فأغلب أخطاء التلاميذ في ٢٪ أو ١،٠خطأ، وسوء التفاهم  ٣٤أو 
  خطأ. ٣٤٪ أو ٣٢النص الوصفي أخطاء التكوين وهي 
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A. Background of the Problem  
English as the most common international language functions needs 
some basic skills that consist of speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 
Writing takes a lot of time for it not only to generate and organize ideas as 
well as to translate thought into easy-to-understand writing by using 
grammatical rules correctly, and a process that requires a lot of things From 
the four basic skills. According Zamel (2007) says  writing is a process which 
the people  can explore and discover their thoughts and ideas in written form. 
Most learners are still confused when they are about to write, as 
writing is the most difficult part in learning English. This can be happened 
because the learners are still lacked of knowledge about writing. They often 
directly write what in their mind is. Writing will not be produced without 
mastering language components such as grammar, vocabulary, spelling. 
Moreover, Hyland (2003. p314) states writing is not just arranging words into 
a sentence, linking the sentences into a paragraph, and ordering the 
paragraphs into a text. It also requires grammatical and lexical knowledge, 
understanding in applying the grammatical knowledge into different context 
and purposes and knowledge of a topic that are going to be written. Grammar 
are needed in a text, without grammar we cannot arrange a sentence properly. 
Junior High School (SMPN) 1 Keritang  is one of the high school in 
Kotabaru Keritang as an institution formal educational. English  is one of the 
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foreign language taught. In this English taught by using 2013 curriculum as a 
guide in learning and  The students learn English  a once week. This 
research  only focus on narrative text.  
Based on interviews of researchers in their preliminary studies, 
compilation teachers assign students the task of writing narrative texts 
phenomena  
1. The students cannot use good grammar in using  past tense.  
2. The students make mistakes in choosing verbs from past tense. 
3. The students confused to include nonverbal or verbal sentences. 
4. The students cannot distinguish between irregular verbs or regular verbs, 
adjectives or noun. 
Based on the phenomena mentioned above , most students have many 
problems in writing narrative text,  it is clear that writing requires aspects to 
be mastered by students.It means that if students cannot master the aspect of 
writing. As demanded by the curriculum, the learning of writing can not run 
effectively,  based on the problem described above the writer interested in 
conducting the research entitled by “An Analysis of Students’ Grammatical 
Errors in Writing Narrative Text at State Junior High School 1 Keritang 
Tembilahan Indragiri Hilir”. 
 
B. Problem  
1. Identification of the problem  
Based on the background of the problem,  the problem are identified 
into the following identification: 
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a. What are the possible types of errors make the students writing 
narrative text ? 
b. Why did the students make grammatical errors  in writing narrative 
text? 
c. Why  do not some of the students understand to use simple past tense 
in writing narrative text? 
2. The Limitation of the problem  
  Based on the identification above, to limit the problems in this 
research, the writer focuses on analysis students grammatical error on the 
simple past writing narrative text at Junior High School 1 Keritang . 
3. Formulation of the problem  
 Based on the limitation  of the problem mentioned, the researcher 
formulates the research questions as in the following.  
a. What are the types of students error in writing narrative text  at the 
eight grade students of state Junior  High School 1 Keritang? 
b. What are the most common errors of students in writing narrative text  
at the eight grade students of state Junior High Shool 1  Keritang? 
 
C. Objective and Significance of the Research  
1. Objectives of the research  
a. To know  information about types of errors in writing narrative text at 




b. To find out the most common errors of students in writing narrative text 
at the eight grade students of state Junior High School ( SMPN) 1 
Keritang . 
2. The Significance of the Research  
a. For the  teacher the researcher hopes this research  can improve the 
teacher's ability to help students in teaching writing in the class and 
teacher can found new method to teach grammar  so that teacher can 
guide the students to make narrative text with correct tenses. 
b. For the students shows them about some errors that they have made and 
improve their ability to write narrative text better. 
c. Hopefully this research is able to benefit the writer as a novice 
researcher. especially in learning how to conduct a research. 
 
D. Reason for Choosing the Title  
There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in carrying 
out this research. This research is conducted based on the following reasons. 
1. The title of the research is relevant with the researcher‟s status as a 
student of English Education Department of state Islamic University of 
Sultan Syarif Kasim. 









E. Defenition of the term  
There are many terms involved in this research. In order to avoid 
misunderstanding toward the term used, the following terms are defined as 
follows:  
1. Error Analysis  
Error analysis are often happened in learning process by the 
learner. Error analysis take place in the learning process because of the 
differences between linguistic  and the learning level. Richard & schmidt  
(2010, p.201) The study and analysis of the errors made by second 
language learners. Error analysis may be carried out in order to: a identify 
strategies which learners use in language learning  try to identify the 
causes of learner errors obtain information on common difficulties in 
language learning, as an aid to teaching or in the preparation of teaching 
materials.  
In this research, the analysis of students‟ errors  in writing narrative 
text at State Junior High Scholl 1 Keritang 
2. Writing  
In writing the writer can express ideas in mind and pay attention to 
the rules of writing. According  Nunan (2003,  p.88) Writing is the mental 
work of inventing ideas about how to articulate them and organize them 
into sentence  and paragraphs that a reader can understand. The errors 
made by the students at the State Junior High School 1 Keritang, in term 
of using in applying grammar for their narrative text writing. 
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3. Narrative text  
According Andreson and Andreson (2003a) Narrative is a text that 
tell a story and in doing so entertains the audience. From the above 
defenition it is said that narrative text is a story about something 
interesting and having moral values contained in the story. Narrative text 
as a story telling or describing a clear past action. The research tells 














REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. Theoritical framework 
1. The nature of Error and error analysis 
a. Defenition of Error and Error Analysis 
Every language learner makes errors  in their learning process. 
Errors made because their don't understand the rules of the second 
language. According dulay (1982. p138) people cannot learn languages 
without first  systematically committing errors. It means that everyone 
who learns the language to make errors  is normal.  Errors analysis is 
tool to help the researcher checked the grammatical error  by students in 
narrative text . 
 Error analysis also is the study of errors made foreign language 
learners. Brown (2000. p.218) said the errors can be detected, evaluated 
and categorized to show something about the system that operates 
within the learner led to an increase in the study of errors of the learner, 
called error analysis. Thus  error analysis is also important to describe 
what types  of error that the student make, to know the most common  
of the error and how the student can learn from their errors  and correct 
them in their writing. Richards and Schmidt (2002, p.184) also said that 
Error analysis may be carried out in order to identify strategies which 





errors, obtain information on common difficulties in language learning, 
as an aid to teaching or in the preparation of teaching materials. 
Based on the definitions of the experts mentioned, it can be 
concluded that in foreign language learning mistakes are the norms 
done by students because they are not their first language. So each 
student will not make the same mistakes when they learn foreign 
languages. 
b. The types of error 
According to Dulay (1982, p.150) dividing error analysis into 
four  types, this theori was taken based surface strategy taxonomy 
there are: 
1) Omission 
Ommossion errors are characterized by the absence of an 
item that must appear in a well-formed utterance.  It means that 
students omit one of the srtutural of language . More over the 
students felt confused about the structural of sentence. 
2) Addition 
Addition errors are the presence of an item which must not 
appear in a well-formed utterance. It means that will not  be 






There are three chategorie of addition errors, namely: 
a) Double marking 
Many addition errors are more accurately described as the 
failure to delete certain items which are required in some 
linguistic construction but not in others.  It means that the part 
of  addition which change or make a abbreviate. 
b) Regularization 
Regularization a rule typically applies to a class of 
linguistic item . It means that regularization is a part of type 
errors that explained about using linguistic item like verb. 
c) simple addition 
No particular features characterize simple additions other 
than those that characterize  all addition errors the use of an 
item which should not appear in a well- formed utterance.  It 
means that simple addition is a element did not appear 
utterances. 
3) Misformation 
Misformation errors are characterized by use of the wrong 
of the morphems or structure. In misformation errors the learner 
supplies something, although it is incorrect. It means that 
misformation a part of errors  that teacher found  in writing of the 





Misodering errors are characterized by the incorrect 
placement of a morphenme or group of morphemes in an utterance. 
It means that  the learners can select the right forms to use in the 
context The nature of writing. 
For example: 
Error: I did not know why was she hungry. 
Correct: I did not know why she was hungry . 
The placement of „tobe‟ was is wrong. 
  So the research concluded that grammatical errors are used 
in to describe example of wrong such as  modifiers of misplaced 
verbs and type of errors that are ommission, addtion, misformation 
and misordering. Humans are basically in the learning process 
making mistakes. Errors occur when deviations arise as a result of 
lack of knowledge (lack of competence) and errors occur when 
students fail to perform their competency features from native 
speakers competing plans. 
2. The nature of Writing 
a. Defenition of writing 
There are some definitions of writing based on some experts . 
Javed, et. al (2013,p.132) state that the ultimate meaning of writing skill 
is to construct grammatically correct sentences and to communicate a 
meaning to the reader. Moreover According to Sapkota (2012,p. 
  
11 
70).Writing is the act of putting down the graphic symbols that present 
a language so that the reader can understand the detail. So it means that 
writing is about the way we arrange sentences. If we can arrange 
sentences with good languages, we will be able to write anything easily. 
Writing is one of the very important skills in learning English 
for these students skills that must be taught and practiced. Because it 
provides an excellent tool for learning vocabulary, spelling, and 
sentence patterns. This means that all student opinions or ideas can be 
written down. In addition, by writing students can express their 
feelings. In other words, writing can deliver information or news to 
everyone.  Anjayani (2016, p. 2) mention that writing is the activity to 
establish  a writing language in a piece of paper or any other field to 
convey the writer idea and message, including the usage of vocabulary 
and structure of language. It means that all of the students‟ opinion or 
idea can be written in writing form. 
from the definition it can be concluded that writing is pouring ideas 
into writing to convey information through writing to the reader. We 
can also add that to make good written text we must pay attention to the 
rules of writing when we will write such as grammar, sentence 
structure, vocabulary, spelling, adjective, adverb and capitalization. 
b. Process of Writing 
The process is a series of systematic steps or stages that are 
clear and can be done. It means that steps to achieve desired results. 
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According to Hamer (2004. p.4) there are four main elements 
in writing process: 
1. Planning 
When planning the writer have to think about three main 
issues. The first they have to think about purpose. Secondly they 
have to think about the audience, thirdly they have to think about 
the content of the structure. 
2. Drafting 
The first version of a piece of writing called draft. this first 
go at a text is often done on the assumption that it will be amended 
later. as the writing process procces into editing s numbrt of draft 
may may be produced on the way to final version.The types of 
writing texts. 
3. Editing 
One writers have produced a draft they then usually read 
through  what they have written to see where it works and where it 
doesn't . Perhaps the order of information is  not clear . Perhaps the 
way something is written is ambiguous or confusing. More skilled 
writers tend to look at issues of general meaning and overall 
structure before concentrating on detailed features such as  
individual words and grammatical accurancy. Reflecting and 
revising are often helped by other readers (editors) who comment 
and make suggestion. 
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4. Final Version (final draft) 
One writer havr edited their draft making the changes the 
consider to be necessary, they produce their final version . This 
may look considerably different from both the original plan and the 
first draft, bacause things have changed in the editing process. But 
the writer  is now ready  to send the written text to its intended 
audience. 
A series of steps or actions is called a process. This means 
that students take these steps because students want to reach the 
target. this will help students get the results student want . The 
students might choose to represent these stages in the following 
way. (Planning-Drafting-Editing-Final Version) 
c. The Types of Writing Texts 
A text is a certain unity of meaning, which contains sequences of 
sentences. Anderson and Anderson (2003) as cited in Colipah (2014. 
p.36) stated that the types of writing texts as follows: 
1) Narrative text is a text that tells a story. Its purpose is to present a 
view of the world that entertains or informs the reader or listener. 
2) Recount text is a piece of text that retells past events, usually in the 
order in which they happened. The purpose is to give the audience 
a description of what occurred and when it occurred. 
3) Procedure text is a piece of text that gives instruction for doing 
something. The purpose is to explain how something can be done. 
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4) Descriptive text is a piece of text that describes living things or 
non-living things. Its purpose is to describe to audience people, 
things, animals, or places. 
5) Report (Information Report) is a piece of text that presents 
information about a subject. The text usually contains facts about 
the subject, description, and information on its parts, behavior, and 
qualities. Its purpose is to classify, describe or to present 
information about a subject. 
Although, most of the texts are learned by the eight grade 
students in SMPN 1 Keritang , but it is impossible for the writer to do 
research about all of the text, so the researcher choose narrative text in 
the research.  
3. The nature of narrative text 
a. Defenition of narrative text 
Anderson and Anderson (2003 p.6 ) say that narrative text is a 
piece of text which tells a story and in doing so entertains and informs 
the reader or listener.From the defination above, it said that narrative 
text is story tells us about something interesting that has purpose to 
amuse  and to entertain for the readers or or viewers. We use narrative 
when we tell a friend about something interesting that happen to us at 
work or at school and we tell someone a joke.Narrative provide human 
interest and entertainment, spark our curiosity, and draw us close to the 
storyteller. In addition, narratives can create a sense of shared history, 
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linking people together, and provide instruction in proper behavior or 
moral conduct .  
The purpose of narrative text is to entertain the reader to 
express the feelings and relate at the experience to informs the readers 
and to persuade the reader. By displaying interesting conflicts in the 
middle of a narrative text, the readers will be entertained and will 
become recitals so that they will read the story to completion. This text 
is to entertain the readers and even sometimes the take makes the 
readers are experiencing themselves the action told in the story. 
So the concluded of the narrative text is the type of text in the 
form of imaginary stories, engineered real stories, or fairy tales. 
Narrative text tells a story that has a series of events connected 
chronologically. The purpose of narrative texts is to entertain the 
reader. 
b. The language feature of narrative text 
According Pratyasto (2011. p 39) the significant lexico 
grammatical features (language features) of narrative: 
1.   Using opening words that interesting the readers 
2.   Focus on specific and usually individual participant 
3.  Use storytelling  convention especially on myth and fairy story, 
such    as once upon a time 
4.  Use of past tense 
5.  Use variated-sentences: simple compound, or complex sentence 
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6.  Use of time words: after that, then, a few moment later 
7.  A noun group describes and setting. 
According to Pardiyono (2007. p 97), some of grammatical 
patterns of writing narrative text namely : 
a. Past tense 
        One of the most frequently used tense to tell about past 
activities or events is past tense.  
Example:   He watched the movie last week. 
b.  Adjective 
The language feature of narrative text is by using adjective 
with the purpose is for showing the personal attitude. 
Example:  Handsome , Happy, Beautiful. 
c.  Adverb 
Adverb plays important in its role of contributing for better 
clarity of the  message conveyed in the sentence. It can express the 
information about time, place, reason, purpose, status, and 
frequency. 
Example:  Please stand over there. 
I will go to Jakarta tomorrow 
d.  Conjunction 
A sentence is a group of words that contains a subject and 
verb to express a complete thought, which begins with capital letter 
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and ended with period. A sentence can be formed from one or two 
clauses that joined with conjunctions or relative connectors. 
Example: My Sister bought me a beautiful dress and a wallet. 
Language feature is about the general grammatical pattern 
to form the information, message, and idea in effective sentences. 
So in writing narrative text there is grammar that must be 
considered such as past tense, adjective, adverb and conjuction. 
c. Generic stucture of narrative text 
Pratyasto (2011 p.39) adds the generic structure of narrative text 
include orientation, complication and resolution. 
1. Orientation: As the first stage, orientations which introduce the 
major characters, the topic of story and established setting – time and 
place that the story happens. 
2. Complication: As the second stage, complication which is the series 
action unfold. This stage contains the event falls on the major 
characters and explains a conflict among the characters. The conflict 
can be shown naturally, socially, or psychologically. He adds that 
complication is the main element in the narrative text. 
3. Resolution: In this stage, the conflict crisis or crisis is resolved, and 
all things return to normal. The thing is related whether the 
characters are success or not, but the main point is that the 
appearedconlfict has become extinct. 
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So, the thing that must be considered in writing narrative texts 
is the generic structure because of the generic structure we must 
identify certain characters, places and times to make readers or 
listeners understand the story easily, give adjectives from characters, 
provide information about what the character will do and conclusions 
from a story. 
d. Type of narrative text 
Narrative writings are divided into two type :  
1.  Non fiction is a kind of narrative writing that tells the true story. It 
is often used to recount a person‟s life story, important historical 
event, or new stories. This is really a combination of narrative and 
informational writing. 
2.  Fiction is a kind of narrative that tells the untrue story. The story 
made up by the writer such as short story, comics, novels, etc. 
The main purpose of this fiction is to amuse, or sometimes to 
teach moral lessons. 
 
B. Relevant Research 
Relevant research is intended to avoid plagiarism toward the design 
and finding of the previous researchers. According to Syafi‟i (2017, p. 109) 
relevant research is required to observe some previous researcher conducting. 
These are relevant research which have relevancy to this research 
1. The first  research was conducted  by Kun Aminah (2016) entilted Error 
Analysis on the Use of Simple Past Tense in English Narrative Text 
  
19 
Written By The Students of Smkn 1 Tengaran. The method that she used 
was a descriptuve qualitative method. There are four types of error that 
occurs on the use of simple past tense in English narrative text written by 
the students, it shows that the students made total of 106 errors. The most 
dominant error students made is error of misformation with the 
percentage is 65.09% or amount 69 errors. the other percentage of errors 
are 20.75% or 22 for error of addition, 11.32% or 12 for error of omission 
and 2.83% or 3 for error of misordering. The diferrent with this research, 
in the previous research the Students Of Smkn 1 Tengaran as sample and 
the data were obtained by the students narrative text writing that consisted 
of 108 students, while the reseacher used 30 students of Junior High 
school 1 keritang as a sample in this research. The reseacher focus on An 
Error Analysis of  Students‟ Writing In Narrative Text. 
2. The second research was conducted by Nurhidayah (2017) entilted An 
Analysis On The Students‟ability In Writing Narrative Text At Grade Ix 
Mts Ali Imron Medan. The method that she descriptive quantitative 
design. The data shows that 5 students or 19. 23% of the sample were 
high level or able to write narrative text, 4 students or 15. 39% of the 
sample were middle level or unable to write narrative text,  17 students or 
65,38% of the sample were low level or unable to write narrative text. So 
that it can be concluded that the low ability of students in writing. They 
are still confused as to which one to use when making grammar 
sentences. The difference is that she researched about  students' ability in 
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wrirting narrative text while this research is about an error analysis of 
students‟ writing in narrative text.  
In conclusion, these previous studies were used as references for 
the researcher in conducting this research. The similarities between these 
previous studies and this research were that the researcher analyzed 
grammatical errors and used same technique in analysing the data. 
Moreover, the objectives of this research are about types of error and to 
find out the most common error of students in writing narrative  text at the 
eight grade of state Junior  High School 1 Keritang. 
  
C. Operational Concept 
Operational Concept is a concept as a guidance used to avoid 
misunderstanding about this reseach. According to syafi'i (2017, p.110) he 
states that operational concepts are gotten from theoritical concept on all of 
the variables that should be empirically and particularly operating in 
academic writing research paper. In this research the writer focus on the 
students error in writing narrative text.  
The writer will establish some indicator based on  dulay (1982, p.150) 
theory surface strategy taxonomy they are as follows: 
a.  Error of Omission  
1.  Students are expected to avoid mistake in using "to be" in writing 
narrative text. 
2.  Students are able to avoid incorrect use of past form  of verb in 
writing narrative text. 
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3.  Students are expected to avoid mistakes in placing "preposition" in 
writing narrative text. 
4.  Students are expected to avoid mistakes in the use of "article" in 
writing narrative text. 
5.  Students are expected not to eliminate "noun" in writing narrative 
text. 
6.  Students are expected to avoid mistakes in writing “spelling" in 
writing narrative text. 
7.  Students are expected to avoid mistakes in writing “subject" in 
writing narrative text. 
b.  Error of Adittion  
1.  Students are expected not to do mistakes in adding "to be" in writing 
narrative text. 
2.  Students are expected not to do mistakes in adding "preposition" in 
writing narrative text. 
3.  Students are expected not to do mistakes in writing "spelling" in 
writing narrative text. 
c.  Error of Misformation  
1.  Students are expected to pay attention to errors in using  "verb" in 
writing narrative text. 
2.  Students are expected to pay attention to errors in using "spelling" in 
writing narrative text. 
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3.  Students are expected to pay attention to errors in using 
“preposition" narrative text. 
4.  Students are expected to pay attention to errors in using "to be" in 
writing narrative texts 
5.  Students are expected to pay attention to errors in using "article" in 
writing narrative text. 
6.  Students are expected to pay attention to errors in using "subject" in 
writing narrative text. 
7.  Students are expected to pay attention to errors in writing "adverb " 
in writing narrative text. 
d. Error of Misordering  
1.  Students are expected to avoid mistakes in placing "noun" in writing 
narrative texts. 
2.  Students are expected to avoid mistakes in placing "adjective " in 
writing narrative texts. 
3.  Students are expected to avoid mistakes in placing "tobe " in writing 
narrative texts. 
4.  Students are expected to avoid mistakes in placing "verb " in writing 
narrative texts. 







METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 
 
A. Research Design  
In this research, the researcher used descriptive quantitative study. 
The purpose of the research is to gain information about phenomena in order 
to describe an existed condition in the field. The research consists of one 
variable. According to Creswell, (2012, p.19) quantitative research is the 
researcher relies on statistical analysis of the data, which is typically in 
numeric form. 
Furthermore, the researcher used writing test and to analyzed the data 
of this research used surface strategy taxonomi by Dulay‟s theory to elicit 
further information of the problems about types of the students‟ errors in 
writing narrative text. There are omission, addition, misformation and 
misordering. To gain percentages of the most students‟ common error in 
writing narrative text by using sudijono formula. 
 
B. Time and Location of the Research  
1. Time of the research  
This research was conducted on August 2019  
2. Location of the research  
This research was conducted  at Junior High School  1 Keritang . it 






C. Subject and object of the research  
1. The subject of the research  
The subject of this research is the eight grade students of state 
Junior   High School 1 Keritang  in academic year of 2019. 
2. The object of the research  
The object of this research is Error analysis of students‟ writing in  
narrative text. 
 
D. Population and sample  
1. Population of the research  
Creswell (2012. P.142) said population is a group of individuals who 
have some characteristic. The population of the research was 150   
students‟ of eight grade at Junior High School 1 Keritang which consist 
of 5 class and each class consist about 30  students.  
Tabel III. 1 
Total population of the students at eight grade 
Junior High School 1 Keritang 
 
No Class Population 
1. VIII A 30 
2. VIII B 30 
3. VIII C 30 
4 VIII D 30 
5. VIII E 30 
 Total 150 
 
2. Sample  of the research  
In this reseach, the researcher used simple random sampling. 
According to creswell (2012, p.143) state that the simple random sampling 
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is the researcher selects participants for the sample so that an individual 
has an equal probability of being selected from the population. The 
researcher created a lottery. It was suitable with Arikunto (2010), the 
researcher wrote down the name of students on a piece of paper as a 
lottery. One number for one piece of paper. The researcher used simple 
random sampling because each of students the eight grade had some 
opportunity to be participants.  
According to Arikunto (2006) if the number of population less than 
100, it have to take 50% but if population more than 100, the sample is 
taken 10-25 %. Because the population more 100, so the researcher took 
15%. The total number is 30 students as sample.   
Tabel III. 2 
Total sample of the students at eight grade 
 Junior High School 1 Keritang 
 
No Class Total Sample 
1 VIII A 30 6 
2 VIII B 30 6 
3 VIII C 30 6 
4 VIII D 30 6 
5 VIII E 30 6 
 Total Sample 150 30 
 
E. The technique of collecting the data  
Arikunto (2006) argues that the method of research is the various 
ways in which researchers in collecting data research. The data will be 30 






The researcher used document as a instrument of collecting the 
data. Cresswell (2012) defined that document is a valuable source of 
information  research. He also said that document provides valuable 
information  to represent a good source for text (word) data in helping 
researchers understand central phenomena.  The advantage of being in the 
language and words of the participants, who have usually given thoughtful 
attention to them. They are also ready for analysis without transcription 
that is required with observational or interview data. Moreover, the data 
that was collected from document through a test that was done by English 
teacher. Here, a test means about writing test. The English teacher asked 
students to write about something based on five topics such as malin 
kundang, toba lake, cinderella, gold cucumber, the legend of surabaya that 
their choose and write it on a sheet of paper about 45 minutes and they 
could creat their own writing freely.   
1. Validity  
Validity is the most important quality of any test. Validity is 
concerned with what a test measures and for whom it is appropriate. 
Thus the validity of instrument is the device use to get the validity of 
the data. According to Gay (1992, p.161), content validity is the 
standard which a test measures an intended content area. The test 
should make based on appropriate material. It is easy to understand or 
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suitable with student level. The test of the researcher was appropriate 
to students students errors and it was familiar materials to students. 
2. Reliability 
According to Creswell (2012), internal consistency reliability 
is the instrument organized once, using one version of the instrument. 
The table below is the categories of reliability test used in determining 
the level of reliability of the test. 
Table III.3 
Category of Reability  
 
No. Reliability Category 
1. >0.90 Very High 
2. 0.80-0.90 High 
3. 0.70-0.79 Reliable 
4. 0.60-0.69 Marginally/Minimally 
5. <0.60 Unacceptably Low 
(Cohen, Manion & Morison, 2007, p.506) 
In the research, the researcher used SPSS 23 Version to 
calculate the reability of the test. 





Cronbach's Alpha N of Items 
.819 30 
   
  The reliability value of the test was 0,819. It was categorized into a 





F. The Technique of Analyzing the Data  
The data of the research was needed by two raters to identify students‟ 
errors in writing narrative text based on surface strategy taxonomy in students‟ 
procedural text writing by giving mark omission, addition , misformation , and 
misordering.  
After collecting the data, to analyzed students‟ errors in writing 
narrative, Corder (1999, p.48) suggests that the following steps in error 
analysis research:   
1. Collecting the data of the sample 
2. Identification of errors 
3. Description the errors 
To identify the percentages of errors, the researcher uses the theory of 
Sudijono (2009. P.43). The formula is:     
 
 
       
Notes:    P : Percentage  
 F : frequency of type error 











CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A.  Conclusion  
This research was conducted to discover information about types of 
errors in writing narrative text and to find out the most common errors of 
students in writing narrative text at the eight grade of state Junior High 
School  Keritang. Based on the data in previous chapters. It was found that 
the students made errors in all the types of errors based on Surface Strategy 
Taxonomy : Omission, addition, misformation, and misordering with the total 
errors were 152 errors. It could be conclude that the total of errors in students‟ 
narrativetext writing was 152 errors. The most common error was 
misformation with the total error was 76  errors or 50%. The second was 
omission with the total error was 57 errors or 37.5%. The third was addition 
with the total error was 14 errors or 9.2%. The fourth was misordering with 
the total error was 5 errors or 3.2%. 
Furthermore, based on the data in previous chapters, misformation 
became the highest errors in this research with the total 76 errors or 50%. 
Hence.Misformation became the most common error in this research, because 
some of students did not know using simple past  tense correctly in their 
narrative text writing.  
 
B.  Suggestion  
After the researcher carried out the research, she would like to give 
some suggestion related to this result findings. Hopefully it can be applied 





1.  For teacher   
a) The English teacher should explain narrative text briefly and clearly to 
make students understand it.   
b) The English teacher should be able to motivate and get students‟ 
attention toward English writing activity.  
c) Students‟ grammar should be taught and noticed by the English teacher 
implicitly, because there were many grammatical errors that found in 
students‟ narrative text writing, especially in tenses.  
2.  For students   
a) Students should practice in writing to help them decrease the errors.  
b) Students should students should learn more about Sentence Pattern, 
Tense, Spelling, Pronoun and Preposition to decrease errors in English.  
3. For future researcher 
The researcher suggests for the future researcher to conduct a 
research in researching what the causes of students‟ errors in writing 
narrative text. Why  could misformation become the most students‟ 
common error in this research?. In addition, Future researcher can add 
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Mata Pelajaran : Bahasa Inggris 
Kelas   : VIII 
Sekolah  : SMP Negeri 1 Keritang  
Kopotensi Inti : 
KI 1 : menghargai dan menghayati ajaran angama yang di anutnya. 
KI 2 : menghargai dan menghayati prilaku jujur, disiplin tanggung jawab, peduli 
(toleransi, gotong royong), santun percaya diri, dalam berinteraksi secara efektif 
dengan lingkungan sosial dan alam dalam jangkauan pergaulan dan keberadaanya. 
KI 3 : memahami dan menerapkan pengetahuan (faktual, konseptual, dan prosedural) 
berdasarkan rasa ingin tahunya tentang ilmu pengetahuan, teknologi, seni, budaya 
terakhir fenomena dan kejadian tampak mata. 
KI 4 : Megolah, menyaji, dan menalar dalam ranah konkret (menggunakan, mengurai, 
merangkai, memodifikasi dan membuat) dan ranah abstrak (menulis, memebaca. 
Menghitung, menggambar, dan mengarang) sesuai dengan yang dipelajari di 
sekolah dan sumber lain yang sama dalam sudut pandang/teori 
 
 
Kompetensi Dasar Materi Pembelajaran Kegiatan Pembelajaran 
3.1 Menerapkan fungsi 
sosial, struktur 

















4.1 Menyusun teks 
interaksi 
interpersonal lisan 










 Fungsi sosial 
 Menjaga hubungan 
interpersonal dengan 
guru dan teman 
 Struktur teks 




 Unsur kebahasaan 
- Ungkapan a.l. 
Congratuloations, I hope 
so, I wish you luck; dll. 
- Ucapan, tekanan kata, 
intonasi, ejaan, tanda 
baca, dan tulisan tangan 
 Topik 
Prestadi dan kebahagiaan 
yang dapat 
menumbuhkan perilaku 






ucapan dan tekanan 




- Menanyakan hal-hal 
yang tidak diketahui 
atau yang berbeda. 
- Menentukan 
ungkapan yang tepat 
secara lisan/tulis dari 
berbagai situasi lain 
yang serupa. 
- Melakukan refleksi 
tentang proses dan 
hasil belajar 






struktur teks, dan 
unsure kebahasaan 
yang benar dan 
sesuai konteks 
3.2 Menerapkan fungsi 
sosial, struktur 

















kebahasaan to, in 
order to, so that 
(dis)agreement) 
4.2 Menyusun teks 
interaksi 
transaksional lisan 














struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan 
yang benar dan 





 Struktur teks 




 Unsur Kebahasaan 
- Kalimat deklaratif dan 
interogatif dengan 
modal: will, be going to.  
- Ungkapan persetujuan: I 
agree. That’s a good 
idea. I don’t think it’s a 
good idea. 
- Nomina singular dan 
plural dengan atau 
tanpa a, the, this, those, 
my, their, dsb. 
- Ucapan, tekanan kata, 
intonasi, ejaan, tanda 
baca, dan tulisan tangan 
 Topik 
Tindakan dan kegiatan 
peserta didik di sekolah, 
rumah, dan lingkungan 
sekitar yang dapat 
menumbuhkan perilaku 
yang termuat di KI 
- Membaca beberapa 
teks pendek yang 




- Bertanya jawab 




- Menyimak, membaca, 
dan menirukan, guru 
membacakan teks-
teks tersebut dengan 
suara lantang 
- Menanyakan hal-hal 
yang tidak diketahui 
atau yang berbeda 
- Bertanya jawab 
dengan teman tentang 




- Memaparkan hasil 
temuannya dalam 
bentuk teks pendek 
tentang temannya. 
- Mempresentasikan di 
kelompok lain dan 
bertanya jawab 
tentang isi teks 
- Melakukan refleksi 
tentang proses dan 
hasil belajarnya 




















struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan 






 Fungsi sosial 
Memilih obat/makanan/ 
minuman yang sehat dan 
aman, menghindari efek 
negatif, dan mendapatkan 
hasil terbaik 
 Struktur Teks 
Dapat mencakup, nama 
asli dan nama dagang 





 Unsur Kebahasaan 
- Istilah khusus terkait 
dengan produk. 
- Kalimat imperatif 
- Tata bahasa: frasa 
nominal untuk 
menyebut benda, cara 
menyebut 
jumlah/ukuran 
- Ucapan, tekanan kata, 
intonasi, ejaan, tanda 
baca, dan tulisan tangan 
 Topik 
Informasi tentang obat/ 
makanan/minuman yang 
dapat menumbuhkan 
perilaku yang termuat di 
KI 
- Membaca dan 
mengidentifikasi 
berbagai informasi 




ke dalam tabel analisis 
- Mempelajari contoh 
mempresentasikan isi 
tabel, dan kemudian 
belajar menyampaikan 
secara lisan dengan 
ucapan dan tekanan 
kata yang benar  
- Melakukan langkah-
langkah yang sama 






hasil analisis secara 
lisan di depan 
kelompok lain 
- Melakukan refleksi 




struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan 
beberapa teks 











 Fungsi sosial 
Mendapatkan hasil 




 Struktur Teks 
Dapat mencakup 
- nama makanan, 
minuman,  
- alat, mesin, bahan, 
aparatus yang 
diperlukan,  
- cara memasak, 
menggunakan dalam 
- Didektekan beberapa 
resep makanan/ 
minuman oleh guru 
menulis dengan 
tangan  beberapa 
resep di buku catatan 
masing-masing sambil 
mengucapkan setiap 
kata dengan ucapan 
dan tekanan kata yang 
benar 
- Dengan menggunakan 
tabel, menganalisis 
struktur nomina yang 
digunakan untuk 
menyebutkan benda-
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penggunaannya 




teks, dan unsur 
kebahasaan teks 
prosedur lisan dan 
tulis, sangat pendek 
dan sederhana, 
dalam bentuk resep 
dan manual 
bentuk langkah-
langkah kerja secara 
berurutan 
 Unsur Kebahasaan 
- Kosa kata khusus 
terkait dengan produk,  
- Frasa nominal untuk 
menyebut benda 
- kata sambung first, 
next, then, finally. 
- Ucapan, tekanan kata, 
intonasi, ejaan, tanda 





manual peralatan yang 
terkait dengan kehidupan 
peserta didik yang dapat 
menumbuhkan perilaku 
yang termuat di KI 
benda 
- Dengan cara yang 
sama menganalisis 
struktur kalimat yang 
menyebutkan langkah 
kerja 
- Mencermati manual, 
dan berlatih 
membacakan dengan 
suara lantang, dengan 
ucapan dan tekanan 
kata yang benar 
- Menyalin resep 
makanan/minuman 
dari buku resep 
dengan ditulis tangan 
dan kemudian 
ditempel di dinding 
kelas atau majalah 
dinding 
- Melakukan refleksi 
tentang proses dan 
hasil belajarnya 
3.5 Menerapkan fungsi 
sosial, struktur 













terjadi pada saat 
ini, waktu lampau, 
dan waktu yang 








4.5 Menyusun teks 
interaksi 
 Fungsi sosial  
Mendeskripsikan, 
melaporkan, menjelaskan 
 Struktur teks 




 Unsur kebahasaan 
- Kalimat deklaratif dan 
interogative dalam 
present continuous tense, 
past continuous, dan 
continuous dengan modal 
will. 
- Klausa adverbial dengan 
kata sambung when... , 
while... 
- Nomina singular dan 
plural dengan atau 
tanpa a, the, this, those, 
my, their, dsb. 
- Ucapan, tekanan kata, 
intonasi, ejaan, tanda 
baca, dan tulisan tangan 
 Topik 
- Membaca dan 
mencermati teks-teks 




berlangsung pada saat 
ini, satu titik waktu di 
masa lampau dan di 
waktu yang akan 
datang 




diambil teks, dengan 
ejaan dan tanda baca 
yang benar  




berlangsung pada saat 
ini, satu titik waktu di 
masa lampau dan di 
waktu yang akan 
datang yang 
disebutkan dalam teks 
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transaksional lisan 











terjadi pada saat 
ini, waktu lampau, 





struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan 
yang benar dan 
sesuai konteks 
Keadaan/tindakan/kegiat
an/kejadian di rumah, 
sekolah, dan lingkungan 
sekitar peserta didik, yang 
dapat menumbuhkan 






orang dalam teks-teks 
pendek dan sederhana 
dengan menyebutkan 
apa yang sedang 
dilakukan saat ini, 
pada satu titikdi 
waktu lampau dan 
yang akan datang 
- Menempelkan 
karyanya di dinding 
kelas atau majalah 
dinding 
- Melakukan refleksi 
tentang proses dan 
hasil belajarnya 
3.6 Menerapkan fungsi 
sosial, struktur 


























 Fungsi sosial  
Mendeskripsikan, 
melaporkan, menjelaskan. 
 Struktur teks 




 Unsur kebahasaan 
- Kalimat deklaratif dan 
interogative dalam 
present perfect tense. 
- Kata sambung: since, for; 
kata penunjuk waktu 
now 
- Nomina singular dan 
plural dengan atau 
tanpa a, the, this, those, 
my, their, dsb. 
- Ucapan, tekanan kata, 
intonasi, ejaan, tanda 




rumah, sekolah, dan 
lingkungan sekitar peserta 
- Membaca dan 
mencermati teks-teks 
pendek dan sederhana 
tentang beberapa 
kejadian, kegiatan 









diambil teks, dengan 
ejaan dan tanda baca 
yang benar.  
- Bertanya jawab 
tentang 
kegiatan/peristiwa di 
waktu lampau tanpa 
menyebutkan waktu 
terjadinya secara 
spesifik yang mereka 
dan anggota keluarga 
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4.6 Menyusun teks 
interaksi 
transaksional lisan 





















struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan 




yang termuat di KI 









lisan, dengan ucapan 
dan tekanan kata yang 
benar 
- Melakukan refleksi 




struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan 
beberapa teks 













teks, dan unsur 
kebahasaan teks 
naratif, lisan dan 
tulis, sangat pendek 
dan sederhana, 
 Fungsi sosial 
Mendapatkan/memberika
n hiburan, mengambil 
teladan nilai-nilai luhur 







 Unsur kebahasaan 
- Kalimat deklaratif dan 
interogatif dalam 
simple past tense 
- Frasa adverbia: a long 
time ago, once upon a 
time, in the end, happily 
ever after 
- Nomina singular dan 
plural dengan atau 
tanpa a, the, this, those, 





tentang isi cerita 
- Mempelajari cara 
membacakan dongeng 
secara dengan 
menyimak dan meniru 
guru membaca cerita, 
ucapan, dan tekanan 
kata yang benar 
- Menanyakan informasi 
terkait isi teks yang 
sedang dipelajari. 
- Menyebutkan bagian-
bagian cerita yang 
memuat pesan yang 
disebutkan 
- Membaca satu cerita 
lagi dan bertanya 
jawab dengan teman 
tentang isi ceritanya 
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terkait fairy tales my, their, dsb. 
- Ucapan, tekanan kata, 
intonasi, ejaan, tanda 
baca, dan tulisan 
tangan 
 Topik 
Cerita yang memberikan 
keteladanan dan dapat 
menumbuhkanperilaku 
yang termuat di KI 
- Melengkapi ringkasan 
cerita dengan kata-
kata dan ungkapan 
yang yang tepat sesuai 
cerita 




suara nyaring dalam 
kelompok masing-
masing  
- Melakukan refleksi 
tentang proses dan 
hasil belajarnya 
3.8 Menerapkan fungsi 
sosial, struktur 



















4.8 Menyusun teks 
interaksi 
transaksional lisan 

















 Struktur teks 




 Unsur kebahasaan 
- Kalimat deklaratif dan 
interogatif dalam 
passive voice 
- Preposisi by 
- Nomina singular dan 
plural dengan atau 
tanpa a, the, this, those, 
my, their, dsb. 
- Ucapan, tekanan kata, 
intonasi, ejaan, tanda 
baca, dan tulisan 
tangan 
 Topik 
Hasil kerajinan, makanan, 
dsb. yang sangat dikenal 
yang dapat 
menumbuhkan perilaku 
yang termuat di KI 
- Membaca dan 
mencermati beberapa 
deskripsi tentang 
makanan khas dengan 
banyak menggunakan 
kalimat pasif 




diambil teks, dengan 
ejaan dan tanda baca 
yang benar  
- Mengumpulkan 
informasi tentang 











lisan, dengan ucapan 
dan tekanan kata yang 
benar 
- Melakukan refleksi 
tentang proses dan 
hasil belajarnya 
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fungsi sosial, 
struktur teks dan 
unsur kebahasaan 
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